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Episcopal Community Services Foundation of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio has developed a Lenten Study Series entitled, “Moving
All the Congregation from the Church into the World: Equipping the
Saints for the Ministries of Social Justice and Reconciliation.”

Designed by the Rev. Canon Vicki Zust, canon to the ordinary;
Leanne Puglielli, All Saints, New Albany; and Kitty McIntire,
Ascension, Middletown, the curriculum was designed with the
needs of the local congregation in mind. It is based on the Sunday
lectionary for Lent in Year A. 

It will work equally well for Sunday morning education programs
or for mid-week Lenten gatherings and was designed so that it can
be used for intergenerational groups or groups divided by age. 

The goal of this curriculum is two-fold. The first is to pro-
vide insight and education about how the teachings of Jesus
selected for reading in Lent connect the church to the world
outside the doors of our churches. The second is to help the
members of the congregation move in their understanding of
the concept of social justice from being aware of how much
we have been blessed by God and how much we take those
blessings for granted, to awareness and understanding of the
needs in your community, to awareness and understanding of
the spectrum of Christian responses, to commitment to action. 

To download the curriculum and a Lenten calendar, go to
www.episcopal-dso.org, under Ministry Resources, then ECSF. 

In a word, no. First of all, there was very
little time between Jesus and Paul, only 20
years between the crucifixion (Friday,
April 7, AD 30) and 1 Thessalonians, the
first of Paul’s letters to be written (early in
50 AD). The gap between them is even
shorter if you count from the crucifixion to
Paul’s conversion somewhere between 32
and 34 AD (a date arrived at using the
chronological information in Gal. 1 and 2).
That gives you a gap of only two to four
years. 

If Paul radically transformed
Christianity in the way the question sug-
gests, there would have been plenty of peo-
ple there from the beginning (including
some who had known Jesus personally) to
object to a radical revision of Christianity.
Yet there are no indications that anyone
found fault with what Paul taught about
Jesus (his christology). What many did
fault him for and what made him enemies

within the Palestinian, Torah-observant
church was his position that Gentiles need
not convert to Judaism to be Christians, but
even that was not an idea original to him
(see Acts: 11:19-26). 

There were individuals in the early
church who had been there from the
beginning. There was already a
Christianity before Paul, a pre-Pauline
Christianity that Paul had no hand in
making and that Paul received and
learned after his conversion. And in that
pre-Pauline Christianity, Jesus already
was being worshipped as the Son of God. 

The basic features of Christian theology
were in place before Paul. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and his place as the exalted Lord who
will return at Judgment Day go back to the
very first few weeks and months after the
crucifixion and resurrection. 

How do we know Jesus was already
exalted in pre-Pauline Christianity? For one,

scholars agree that
in several places in
his letters Paul
seems to be citing
pre-existing doctri-
nal formulations.
(The vocabulary is
not his normal
vocabulary.) Some
of these are Phil.
2:6-8 (“He was in
the form of God,
but did not count
equality with God
a thing to be

grasped, but emptied himself...he humbled
himself and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross”) and Rom. 1:3-4
(“who was descended from David accord-
ing to the flesh and was declared to be Son
of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord...”). 

There was a time of great theological
reflection and creativity in early
Christianity, but it was before Paul in the
first weeks and months after the crucifix-
ion and resurrection. That was when the

followers of Jesus had to make sense of
their leader’s shameful and embarrassing
execution and to explain their experience
of his continued presence with them. It was
in those first few days that they recalled the
mysterious suffering servant figure of
Isaiah 53 whose suffering and death were
somehow for the benefit of others and con-
cluded that although Jesus was the
Messiah descended from David, his glory
was not to be revealed until he returned
from heaven as the son of man with the
holy angels on Judgment Day. His first
coming was in lowliness and humility to
die for the sins of the world; his second
coming would be when his glory would be
revealed and all would know him for who
he was. This was the earliest christology,
and Paul was a recipient of it, not its origi-
nator.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146

Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-

dso.zzn.com.
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New Lenten materials equip the saints for ministry, growth

The national church also has developed new Lenten teaching
resources for 2005 designed to invite congregations to engage in
hospitality, evangelism, organizational transformation and adver-
tising to welcome new members to the Episcopal Church. 

Titled “Groundwork” and set for mailing to all congregations in
early January, the new resources are centered on lesson plans for
use in varied teaching settings. The effort continues a proactive
strategy begun by General Convention in 2000 to strengthen local
congregations and to counter membership declines experienced in
recent years by all mainline denominations.

The 2005 Lenten study resources emphasize complete analysis
of congregational systems at work in local ministry, said the Rev.
Dr. James B. Lemler, director of mission for the Episcopal Church. 

“It is part of the goal of personal and congregational transfor-
mation that is at the heart of the Episcopal Church's mission and of
the National Advertising Collaborative that has been launched. “

Groundwork resources also will provide a thematic complement
to the Episcopal Church’s new online visitors’ center,
http://www.comeandgrow.org/, and to additional related communi-
cation initiatives.  

“We need a more active evangelism,” said the Rev. Charles Fulton,
who serves the Episcopal Church as director of congregational devel-
opment and as president of the Episcopal Church Building Fund.

Priorities of advertising, mission funding, start-up of new con-
gregations and taking a fresh look at worship styles are key to
achieving positive change, Fulton said. Thorough transformation of
a congregation is often necessary for growth to occur. 

“Our growth or decline over decades has closely mirrored the
birth rate. What’s a little different is we’re not keeping our own kids
in church,” he said, noting that in more evangelical churches, young
adults more often continue in the tradition in which they are raised.

The Episcopal Church needs to achieve both conversion and formation
of Christians, Fulton said. “Historically, we as mainline denominations
have been better at formation than conversion. Conversion is the active
stuff, the work emphasized by evangelicals and Pentecostals. We have to
do both conversion and formation, and the truth is, we can be agents of
conversion, but how do we get Episcopalians to be about conversion?”

The telling of faith stories is a first step, Fulton said, noting a
point he emphasizes frequently in consultations with congregations
across the country. “Telling your own story brings authentic words
to doing the work of conversion. It’s a way of saying ‘I’m God’s
child, and I have known God to be like this,’ or ‘This is how God
works in my life.’” 

Also essential, says Fulton, is effective advertising, such as the
national television campaign the Episcopal Church has scheduled
for late summer 2005 to reach Generation X persons who are unaf-
filiated with any church. When asked how the church is building a
more active evangelism, the ad campaign is one answer, Fulton said.

Churches also need to reach new population groups, including
those of different ethnicities. 

Fulton added: “The best way to reach a new population is often
to start a new congregation,” and this is why new funding for mis-
sion is vital, especially because it is often “harder for an existing
congregation to reach new populations.”

National church develops “Groundwork”

I’ve heard people say that Paul was the real founder
of Christianity, not Jesus, that Paul transformed the
religion of Jesus into a religion about Jesus. Is there
any truth to this?
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